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CHAPTER 17: SUMMARY OF IMPACTS 

17.1. This chapter of the EIA Report summarises the impact assessment conclusions within each 
of the technical chapters (Chapters 8 to 15), together with the relevant impact assessment 
conclusions from the 2012 Offshore ES.  In each case residual impact significance is 
presented for all impacts.  This ensures that the conclusions of the impact assessment for 
the optimised Seagreen Project, for which consent is being sought, is presented in full, 
including those topics/impacts scoped out of the 2018 EIA Report, in line with the 2017 
Scoping Opinion.  Impact summaries from topics addressed in this EIA report are 
presented in Tables 17.1 to 17.8. 

17.2. A Habitats Regulation Appraisal has also been completed and forms Chapter 16 of this EIA 
Report.  A summary of impacts for the Habitat Regulations Appraisal (HRA) is presented 
separately within Chapter 16 and is not repeated here. 

17.3. For those parameters for which no change was proposed and for those topics and receptors 
where no change in impact significance was anticipated, then no further assessment has 
been undertaken as part of this EIA (in line with the 2017 Scoping Opinion).  Impacts from 
topics scoped out of the 2018 EIA Report are presented in Tables 17.9 to 17.13.  These 
impacts are as presented in the 2012 Offshore ES and the conclusions remain valid.  In 
order to provide a comparison of those impacts reassessed, where there is no difference in 
conclusions of impact significance between the 2012 and the 2018 EIA Report, this is noted 
as ‘No change’ and where a difference is identified, a rationale is provided. In instances 
where impact assessment conclusions are the same for Project Alpha and Project Bravo, 
these are presented combined, to avoid repetition. 

17.4. It should be noted that in some instances, the impact assessment may differ in scope 
between the 2012 Offshore ES and the 2018 EIA Report. For example, for certain topics the 
2012 assessment focused on Project Alpha and Project Bravo in isolation rather than the 
projects combined, in other instances some impacts may not have been identified in 2012 
but have been identified through scoping and consultation in 2018. In instances where 
impacts are not assessed this is stated as ‘not assessed’ and justification is provided. 

17.5. For the purposes of this EIA Report, potential impacts identified as major or moderate are 
generally considered to be significant in EIA terms, while impacts identified as minor or 
negligible are generally considered to be not significant in EIA terms. Where there are 
exceptions this is highlighted. It should be noted that the 2012 Offshore ES, uses different 
terminology for a number of technical chapters. For example, Chapter 14 (Commercial 
Fisheries), Chapter 15 (Shipping and Navigation) and Chapter 18 (Military and Civil 
Aviation) of the 2012 Offshore ES have assessed impacts as either ‘not significant’ or 
‘significant’ and impacts are reported as such.  In addition, for some topics the terms ‘Low, 
medium, effect’ etc. have been adopted, rather than impact significance.  The different 
terms used are considered interchangeable i.e. low (=minor), medium (=moderate) high 
(=major) impact and terms used were in accordance with the relevant guidance at the time, 
however, for consistency impacts are reported in line with other topics as negligible, minor, 
moderate or major.   

17.6. As set out within Chapter 6 (EIA Process) of this EIA Report, impacts reported can be 
adverse, beneficial or neutral and within this EIA Report, all impacts reported are 
adverse unless identified otherwise. 
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17.7. The summary of impact assessments is provided in the following tables; 

 Table 17.1 – Ornithology;  

 Table 17.2 – Natural Fish and Shellfish Resource; 

 Table 17.3 – Marine Mammals; 

 Table 17.4 – Commercial Fisheries 

 Table 17.5 – Shipping and Navigation; 

 Table 17.6 – Seascape, Landscape and Visual Amenity (SLVIA);  

 Table 17.7 – Military and Civil Aviation; and 

 Table 17.8 – Socio-economics. 
 

17.8. Topics scoped out of this EIA Report (with impacts as presented in the 2012 Offshore ES): 

 Table 17.9 – Physical Environment; 

 Table 17.10 – Water and Sediment Quality 

 Table 17.11 – Benthic Ecology and Intertidal Ecology; 

 Table 17.12 – Archaeology and Cultural Heritage; and 

 Table 17.13 – Other Marine Users and Activities. 
 

17.9. Cumulative impacts can occur when the impacts from one project on an identified receptor 
combine (through either spatial or temporal overlap) with similar impacts from other 
projects on the same receptor.  Projects and plans that have the potential to give rise to 
cumulative impacts are identified and considered within the cumulate assessment.  Where 
no impact pathway is identified, projects are screened out of further assessment.  

17.10. Cumulative impact assessment conclusions from the 2018 EIA report are presented 
together with assessment conclusions from the 2012 Offshore ES and these are set out in 
tables 17.1 to 17.13.  It should be noted that the cumulative assessment between 2012 and 
2018 may differ in projects assessed, as they are based on the list of cumulative projects 
agreed with Marine Scotland and other stakeholders at the time of assessment.   

17.11. As set out within Chapter 6 (EIA Process), the cumulative impact assessment for the 2018 
EIA Report considers the offshore Transmission Asset as a separate project as this was 
licensed in 2014 and remains unchanged.   

17.12. The impact assessment conclusions for the offshore Transmission Asset from the 2012 
Offshore ES are also presented in the topic tables below, to ensure the impact assessment 
for all offshore components of the Seagreen Project are summarised, including the 
optimised Project Alpha and Project Bravo Offshore Wind Farms (OWFs) and the 
previously licensed offshore Transmission Asset.  
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS 

17.13. In developing the optimised Seagreen Project, Seagreen’s aim has been to ensure that, 
wherever possible, the revised design delivers wind farm projects that have impacts which 
are no greater than those identified in the original project design, which received 
development consent in October 2014.  With the application of appropriate mitigation, the 
significance of impacts are assessed to be no greater than those of the already consented 
projects, and a reduction in impact significance is concluded for many receptors.  Of 
particular note are the following conclusions: 

 No significant adverse impacts are predicted for ornithological receptors, either for 
Project Alpha or Project Bravo in isolation, combined or cumulatively with other plans 
and projects; 

 No significant adverse impacts are predicted for marine mammal receptors, either 
for Project Alpha, or Project Bravo in isolation, combined, or cumulatively with 
other plans and projects; 

 Significant adverse impacts are only concluded for the SLVIA in this EIA Report with 
regard to impact on visual amenity from two viewpoints for Project Alpha and the 
same two viewpoints for Project Alpha and Bravo combined. However, these 
conclusions are in line with the originally consented project and therefore no change in 
impact significance is predicted. 
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